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Background information about our survey
The HVCNSW Inc 2014 Hungarian Vizsla and Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla Health Survey was the Club’s
second health survey; our first health survey was conducted in 2009. Survey forms were distributed with
the July/August 2014 newsletter, together with stamped, addressed envelopes for their anonymous return.
Further forms were available from the Club, and also available to download from the Club website. This
was also the Club’s first survey which was able to be completed online (through
https://www.surveygizmo.com/ ), permitting anyone with internet access anywhere in the world to
participate. The Hungarian Vizsla Clubs of South Australia and Victoria also included information about the
survey in their newsletters. The survey closed on 31 December 2014. The survey was open to any owner
with a Hungarian Vizsla or Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla born after 1 January 1999, with separate surveys to
be completed for each dog owned.
The online survey was commenced 519 times and a further 101 completed paper forms were received.
Thirty online surveys were partially complete. These varied in their completeness from all except the final
question on ‘other problems’ a dog may have experienced to only completing information on breed and
gender of the dog. The ten surveys only containing information regarding breed and gender were excluded
from analysis. During analysis it became apparent that some duplicate surveys had been completed online.
Surveys were then sorted by various responses and 11 duplicate replies and one triplicate response
discarded.
In this report the number of responses is indicated using ‘n’. For example, n = 6 means 6 dogs. The gender
of the Vizsla was recorded as that at the time the condition was reported; if a Vizsla was spayed at 12
months of age the gender was recorded as female for any conditions reported prior to 12 months of age,
and as spayed female for any conditions reported to occur after spaying. Throughout this report the term
‘desexed’ refers to neutered males and/or spayed females, and ‘intact’ to non-desexed Vizslas. MannWhitney U-test was used (online at http://vassarstats.net ) to evaluate the statistical significance of any
differences in age at presentation of health or behaviour conditions in males (intact and neutered)
compared with females (intact and spayed), and of desexed Vizslas (neutered males and spayed females)
compared with intact Vizslas (males and females). For conditions where 5 or more cases were reported,
Fisher’s exact test was performed (online at http://www.graphpad.com ) to examine if gender at the time
the condition was reported was a risk factor. Reports in males were compared with those in females, and
desexed Vizslas were compared with reports in intact Vizslas. Generally, a p-value of less than 0.05 is
regarded as statistically significant. Where statistically significant differences were identified, these are
reported under the individual conditions. No statistically significant difference was found between
reported incidence in males and females or between intact and desexed Hungarian Vizslas for the majority
of conditions reported (congenital problems in general, umbilical hernia, short or kinked tails, all recurrent
infections, for recurrent yeast or bacterial infections, eye problems, entropion, all bone/joint problems, hip,
elbow or cruciate problems, arthritis, all immune-mediated conditions, allergies, allergic reactions to insect
bites, contact allergies to grasses, food allergies, masticatory muscle myositis, endocrine problems,
hypothyroidism, neurologic problems, primary seizures, noise sensitivities, generalised anxiety,
histiocytomas, cancer, tail problems, infective processes reported under ‘other problems’ or accidents).
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Dog demographics – about the dogs
Breed
The majority of completed surveys (93%) were for Hungarian Vizslas.

Year of birth
Over half (56%) of the 598 dogs were born in the past five years (2010-14).

Graph of number of dogs in the survey according to year of birth
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Country
Most dogs had spent the majority of their years in Australia.
Country in which dogs were
resident

Hungarian
Vizslas

Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Total no. of dogs
(% of dogs)

Australia

422

9

431 (72%)

Canada

23

0

23 (4%)

Germany

16

2

18 (3%)

Hungary

2

0

2 (0.3%)

Singapore

2

0

2 (0.3%)

United Kingdom

54

15

69 (11%)

United States

33

14

47 (8%)

Other

5

1

6 (1%)

Total dogs

557

41

598

Other; 1 dog from each of Austria, Iceland, Lithuania, Sweden, Switzerland, and a combination of two
countries.

Gender
Just over half the surveys were completed for females (52%), with the majority (57%) of all dogs being
desexed (52% of males and 61% of females were desexed).
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Country in which
dogs were
resident

No of male neutered

No of
males

No of female spayed

No of
females

Total
dogs

Australia

118
(57% of Aus males)

90

154
(69% of Aus females)

69

431

Canada

3

10

3

7

23

Germany

1

3

6

8

18

United Kingdom

12
(33% of UK males)

24

13
(39% of UK females)

20

69

United States

13
(59% of USA males)

9

14
(56% of USA females)

11

47

Other

2

1

2

5

10

Age at neuter or spay was provided for 337 dogs. Where age at spay or neuter was provided, 58% of
female and 63% of male Hungarian Vizslas were desexed before 12 months of age, with 8.4% of females
and 5.6% of males (all from Australia) spayed prior to 6 months of age. In Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas,
none of the three males, and one of 11 spayed Wirehaired Vizslas were spayed prior to 12 months of age.

Spay/neuter

Hungarian Vizslas
(n = 323)

Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas
(n = 14)

Average age at spay

n = 179
21.6 +/- 27.1 months

n = 11
42.0 +/- 27.7 months

Median age at spay

8 months

38 months

Age range for spay

2 months – 9 years 6 months

7 months – 8 years 3 months

Average age at neuter

n = 144
13.8 +/- 17.5 months

Median age at neuter

8 months

Age range for neuter

2 months – 9 years 10 months

Only 3 males neutered, range
12-76 months

Mann-Whitney U-test was used to evaluate the statistical significance of any difference in age at neuter in
Australia compared with Hungarian Vizslas resident overseas. Average age at neuter in Australian
Hungarian Vizslas (n = 116) was 13.8 months +/-18.4 months, median 7 months of age. This was not
significantly different (P = 0.31) than that of Vizslas elsewhere (n= 28), average 13.6 months +/- 13.4
months, median 9 months of age. There was however a statistically significant difference (P = 0.001) in
reported age at spay in females from Australia compared with those in other countries; average age at spay
for Australian Vizslas (n = 149) was 19.8 months, +/- 26 months of age, median 7 months of age. Females
resident overseas (n= 30) were generally older – average age of 30.9 months +/- 30.8 months, median 15
months of age.
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Living status

Respondents completed surveys for 520 dogs (481 Hungarian Vizslas, 39 Wirehaired Vizslas) that were alive
and 78 (76 Hungarian Vizslas and 2 Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas) that were deceased. Age at death was
not given for one Hungarian Vizsla. Age at neutering was not provided for one deceased Hungarian Vizsla.
The Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas died at 2 years 10 months and at 6 years of age (one with cancer and
another with a probable tumour).

Country in which deceased dogs had been resident

No of dogs

Australia

63

Canada

4

United Kingdom

4

United States

4

Other

3
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Age and cause of death in Hungarian Vizslas
The responses for cause of death fell into several categories. The most frequent cause provided for all dogs
was cancer/probable cancer (n = 38). (See pie chart). Other categories were;










Accidental –Nine accidental deaths reported, with traffic accidents the most common (n=3),
followed by snake bite (n=2), and single cases of poisoning, eating indiscretion, surgical accident
and lost, presumed dead.
Heart failure / stroke – Heart failure is where the heart no longer functions properly and can't
pump enough blood to meet the body's needs. Stroke occurs when the blood supply to part of the
brain is interrupted or severely reduced, depriving the brain of oxygen and nutrients. Dogs in this
category were aged 14-15 years.
Immune-mediated disease (autoimmune disease) – is any one of a number of conditions in which
the body produces an immune response against its own tissue constituents. E.g. against red blood
cells (resulting in immune-mediated haemolytic anaemia). Dogs in this category were aged 5 – 12
years of age.
Just wasting away/muscle wasting – was reported for two dogs aged over 10.
Liver shunt – is a congenital condition where blood flow is carried around the liver, rather than
through it. The three dogs reported to die as a consequence of this were all less than a year of age.
Poor Temperament – where the dog may exhibit a range of behaviours considered to be unsound,
but generally has behaved in an aggressive, unpredictable manner.
‘Other causes’ – these comprised individual cases of dementia, disk disease, organ failure,
pneumonia, renal failure and seizures.

Pie chart of various causes of death of Hungarian Vizslas
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The 38 deaths reported due to cancer or probable cancer in Hungarian Vizslas comprised;







Haemangiosarcoma (n=10)
Mast cell tumours (n=4)
Bladder cancer (n=3)
Brain tumour (n=2), lung cancer (n=2), lymphoma (n=2) and osteosarcoma (n=2).
Single cases each of cancer of the anal gland, bowel, foot, liver, mammary gland, nose, pancreas,
spine and squamous cell carcinoma were reported.
Type was not specified in 4 cases.

Average age at death for 75 Hungarian Vizslas was 9 years 1 month +/- 4 years 2 months, median age 9
years 10 months, range 2 months –15 years. Excluding accidental causes (n=9), average age at death was 9
years 7 months, +/- 3 years 9 months of age (median 9 years 11.5 months). As might be expected, cancer
was generally reported in older dogs (see graph).
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Gender and age at death
Average and median reported ages at death in 75 Hungarian Vizslas are given in the table below.

Age at death

Male Hungarian Vizslas

Female Hungarian Vizslas

Intact (n= 23)

Neutered (n = 17)

Intact (n = 14)

Spayed (n = 21)

Average age

7 years 9 months
+/- 4 years 7
months

10 years 11 months
+/- 2 years 8
months

7 years 7 months
+/- 5 years 3
months

10 years 1 month
+/- 3 years 5
months

Median age

9 years 3 months

10 years 3 months

10 years

10 years

Using Fisher’s exact test no statistically significant difference was found between the number of reported
deaths in male and female Hungarian Vizslas (P = 0.46), nor for desexed and intact Vizslas (P = 0.1).
Reported age at death for neutered males was significantly older than that for intact males (P = 0.04),
whilst there was no statistically significant difference at age at death for intact compared with spayed
females (P = 0.3). Altogether, 38 spayed or neutered Hungarian Vizslas were 10.5 years of age +/- 3 years 1
month, whilst 37 intact Vizslas were statistically significantly younger (P = 0.02) at 7 years 8 months of age,
+/-4 years 9 months of age. The reported average age at death for 35 females was 9 years 1 month, +/- 4
years 4 months, which did not differ significantly from that of all 40 males who were 9 years 1 month +/- 4
years 2 months of age (P = 0.78). On average, Hungarian Vizslas had been desexed for a period of 8 years 3
months +/- 3 years 4 months (median 7 years 11 months) prior to death.
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Reported health or behaviour conditions
Conditions listed below are those which were reported in 2 or more dogs. The remaining reports were
categorized as ‘other’. Dogs may be reported with multiple conditions in the same category; e.g. hernia
and congenital short tail. Similarly for cancer; a dog may have cancers of different types diagnosed, none of
which have proven (or may prove) fatal.
Reports for 596 dogs were completed or partially completed in this section. No health or behaviour
problems were reported for 198 dogs, comprising 185 Hungarian Vizslas (33% of Hungarian Vizslas) and 14
Wirehaired Vizslas (35% of Wires). 151 dogs were affected by at least one problem, with the maximum
number of conditions reported for any one dog being 9, giving a total of 971 reported problems. 68% of
Australian Vizslas reported at least one health or behaviour condition, with other countries ranging from 0
(Hungary, n= 0/2) to 70% of US Vizslas (n = 33/47) with reported problems.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any congenital (present from around time of birth)
problems?
E.g. Heart murmur, hernia, missing teeth, cryptorchidism, naturally short tail, kinked tail

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Congenital problems
n = 45
Total cases = 48

Hernia

10

2

Tail problem (short/kinked)

8

0

Heart murmur

4

2

Hip dysplasia

3

0

Liver shunt

3

0

Inverted vulva

2

0

Undescended testicle

2

0

Malocclusion

1

1

Other

9

1
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Country in which dogs with congenital problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

33

Canada

2

Germany

3

United Kingdom

3

United States

4

Congenital problems were reported in 21 males and 24 females. Eight of the ten Hungarian Vizslas with
umbilical hernia were born 2010-2014. The four Hungarian Vizslas with heart murmurs were from
Australia, and the two wirehairs were one each from Australia and the United States. The three Vizslas
diagnosed with liver shunts were born 2013-14 (all in Australia, all males). All dogs reported with short
and/or kinked tails were born in Australia (4male, 4 female), six of whom were born 2012-13.

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any recurrent infections?
E.g. Yeast, bacteria
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Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Recurrent infections
n = 69
Total cases = 72

Yeast

26

7

Cause not specified/identified

24

3

Bacteria

9

0

Bacteria and yeast

2

1

Ears

39

11

General skin

13

0

Eyes

9

1

Feet

7

2

Genitalia (e.g. vulva/penis)

6

0

Muzzle

3

1

Under legs

3

0

Urinary tract

3

0

Other

4

0

Site

Country in which dogs with recurrent infections were resident

No of dogs

Australia

53

Canada

3

Germany

2

United Kingdom

2

United States

8

Other

1

The age of onset for dogs presenting with recurrent infections was provided for 68 dogs; average age was
20 months +/- 20.5 months, median 12 months of age, range 2 months-7 years of age. Males (n = 28) were
significantly older than females (n = 40), presenting at a median age of 24 months compared with 12
months (P = 0.03). Intact Hungarian Vizslas and Wirehaired Vizslas (n = 34) were on average 10 months of
age at presentation, compared with desexed Vizslas (n = 34) who were an average 30 months of age (P <
0.001).
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58/554 Hungarian Vizslas were reported to have had recurrent infections, with the majority (n=50) from
Australia. Other countries with multiple representatives were Canada and the United States with three
Vizslas each. No recurrent bacterial infections were reported in spayed Hungarian Vizslas.

Five of the 11 Wirehaired Vizslas with recurrent infections reported lived in the USA, three in Australia, two
in the UK and one in Germany. 29 Wirehairs did not have recurrent infections reported. All Wirehaired
Vizslas with yeast infections were females (7 females, 1 spayed female).

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any eye problems?
E.g. Entropion, ectropion, progressive retinal atrophy (PRA), glaucoma

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Eye problems
n = 20
(Total cases = 20)

Entropion

5

0

Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (KCS)

3

0

Other

10

2
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Country in which dogs with eye problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

10

United Kingdom

7

United States

2

Other

1

Eye problems in Hungarian Vizslas were reported to start from birth to around 9 years of age. The average
age of affected dogs was 3 years 9 months +/- 3 years 3 months, median 5 years of age. Entropion were
reported as either present from birth or occurring later in life. Half of the dogs, including both Wirehaired
Vizslas, were from overseas; seven of the Hungarian Vizslas with reported eye problems were from the
United Kingdom. One primary glaucoma case was reported (dog in UK). No cases of ectropion were
reported. One keratoconjunctivitis sicca case was reported to occur secondarily to an issue with another
medical procedure.

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any bone or joint problems?
E.g. Hip dysplasia, elbow dysplasia, anterior or cranial cruciate ligament rupture
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Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Bone/joint problems
n = 47
(Total cases =53)

Cruciate ligament injury/partial
tear

14

1

Hip dysplasia /suspected hip
dysplasia

11

3

Elbow dysplasia

8

0

Arthritis

6

0

Luxating patella(s)

2

1

Other

7

0

Country in which dogs with bone/joint problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

27

Canada

2

United Kingdom

12

United States

6

Bone or joint problems were first reported at an average age (n = 38) of 3 years 11 months +/- 3 years 11
months of age, median 1 year 11 months of age. Hip dysplasia (n = 11) was reported to occur from 5
months of age –3 years 9 months of age (this upper age being when being radiographed for hip scoring),
average 1 year 9 months +/- 13 months of age, median 18 months of age.
Elbow dysplasia presented at 4-18 months of age (average age of 9 months +/- 5 months, median 7.5
months of age). All four females were intact at the time of diagnosis, whilst the four cases in males were
equally divided between neutered and intact dogs.
Average age at presentation for 11 Hungarian Vizslas and one Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla with cruciate
injuries was 3 years 10 months of age +/- 3 years 3 months of age (median 2 years 9 months of age, range 4
months-9.5 years of age).
Age at onset was provided for 4/6 Hungarian Vizslas with arthritis; as might be expected, these were older
animals, ranging from 8 – 11 years of age.
No broken bones were reported by respondents in this category even though this option was available to
select; reports of several broken bones were however made in ‘other problems’ at the end of the survey.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any immune-mediated (autoimmune) problems?
E.g. Seasonal allergies or dermatitis (atopy), immune-mediated haemolytic anaemia (autoimmune
haemolytic anaemia), immune-mediated thrombocytopenia, masticatory muscle myositis, polymyositis

Country in which dogs with immune-mediated problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

91

Canada

5

Germany

4

United Kingdom

10

United States

8

Other

2
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Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Immune-mediated
problems
n = 120
(Total cases =130)

Allergies/dermatitis, including
seasonal or occasional

69

13

Allergic to insect bite or sting

5

0

Contact allergy to grass

5

0

Food allergy/intolerance

5

0

Immune-mediated blood
disorders (haemolytic anaemia,
n=2, thrombocytopenia n =3)

5

0

Masticatory muscle myositis
(MMM)

5

0

Immune-mediated eye problem

4

0

Polymyositis

3

0

Neutropenia

2

0

Sebaceous adenitis

2

0

Other

12

0

Immune-mediated conditions were reported by around 1 in 5 dogs in the survey. Occasional or seasonal
allergies or dermatitis were the most frequently reported problem in both breeds, affecting 13% (69/545)
of Vizslas and 33% (13/40) of Wirehairs.
The average age at which all immune-mediated conditions were first reported in 101 Hungarian Vizslas was
2 years 7 months +/- 2 years 10 months, median 13 months of age, range 2 months – 12 years of age.
Seasonal allergies (n = 67) in Vizslas were first reported at an average age of 1 year 8 months +/- 1 year 9
months, median 1 year, range 2 months-9 years of age. Twelve of 13 cases of seasonal allergies in
Wirehaired Vizslas were in intact animals. Age at onset was provided for 11 cases, with an average age of 1
year 5 months +/- 1 year 8 months of age, median 1 year of age (range from 6 months-6.5 years of age).
There was no statistically significant difference in age at presentation between Hungarian Vizslas and
Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas (P = 0.77). There was also no statistically significant difference in age at
presentation of seasonal allergies between male and female Wirehaired Vizslas (P = 0.47).
All five cases of masticatory myositis, 3/4 of the immune-related eye conditions, 4/5 immune-mediated
blood disorders and 4/5 allergic reactions to insect bites occurred in Australian Vizslas. Three cases of
polymyositis were reported (2 in Australia, one in the UK). The four eye conditions were reported in
desexed Vizslas.
Five cases of food allergy/intolerance were reported with two each from Canada and Australia. One of the
two reported cases of sebaceous adenitis was also from Canada.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any endocrine (hormonal) problems?
E.g. Hypothyroidism, Addison’s disease

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Endocrine problems
n = 14
(Total cases =15)

Hypothyroidism

11

0

Cushing’s/possible Cushing’s
disease

2

0

Other

2

0

Country in which dogs with endocrine problems spent the most time

No of dogs

Australia

9

Canada

3

United Kingdom

2

Age at onset was provided for 10 hypothyroid Vizslas; average age was 5.5 years +/- 3.5 years, median 5
years of age (range from 6 months to 12 years of age). Seven dogs were from Australia, three from Canada
and one from the UK.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any neurologic problems?
E.g. Recurrent seizures (epilepsy)

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Neurologic problems
(n = 27)
(Total cases =28)

Seizures

18

3

recurrent

n = 13

n=1

not formally diagnosed

n=3

n=0

secondary seizures

n=2

n=2

Other

5

2

Country in which dogs with neurologic problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

19

Germany

2

United Kingdom

4

United States

2
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Three dogs were reported as having seizures or petit mal only a few times in their life and which had not
been formally diagnosed. Excluding dogs with other factors known to cause their seizures, dogs first
presented with seizures between the ages of 3 months -9.5 years. The average age at onset for seizures for
these 17 dogs was 3 years 9 months of age +/- 2 years 2 months, median 4 years of age. Five of the 17 dogs
were from overseas. Three reports of seizures in Australian Hungarian Vizslas had not been formally
diagnosed. Including these dogs, ten of the 17 Australian cases were born prior to 2007.

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any behaviour problem requiring professional treatment
or assistance?
E.g. Noise phobias (thunder, fireworks), separation anxiety, aggression

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Behaviour problems
(n= 73)
(Total cases = 87)

Separation anxiety

27

0

Noise phobia/sensitivity

22

2

Aggression

21

0

Generalised anxiety

10

0

Fearful

2

0

Other

3

0
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Country in which dogs with behavioural problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

55

Germany

3

United Kingdom

5

United States

9

Other

1

Thirteen percent of all Hungarian Vizslas were reported to have a behaviour problem. Neither of the two
Wirehaired Vizslas were from Australia. Overall, behaviour problems were reported significantly more
frequently for intact Hungarian Vizslas than in desexed (n = 25(P = 0.0003). Desexed Vizslas (n = 22) were
statistically significantly older (median 2 years of age) than intact Hungarian Vizslas (n = 45, median 6
months of age), P 0.0001.
Aggressive Hungarian Vizslas were on average 17 months of age at onset +/- 14 months (median 12 months
of age, range 10 weeks of age – 5 years). They were more likely to be intact than desexed at time of onset
(P = 0.006) and intact females rather than spayed females (P = 0.04). There was no statistically significant
difference in age at presentation of males and females, or of intact compared with desexed Hungarian
Vizslas.
Those Hungarian Vizslas with noise phobias or sensitivities were generally older; average age was 2 years 8
months of age +/- 2 years 7 months, median 2 years of age (range was from 2 months to 9 years). Two
Wirehaired Vizslas were reported with noise phobia; age of onset was given as 1 year and 2 years of age.
No statistically significant difference in age at presentation was found between intact and desexed and
between male and female Hungarian Vizslas.

Separation anxiety was reported to present at an average age (n = 26 with age) of 1 year 8 months, +/- 2.5
years, median 7 months, range 2 months-9year 10 months and was more likely to be reported in intact
Hungarian Vizslas than desexed (P = 0.001). Desexed Hungarian Vizslas (n = 7) were generally older
(median 2 years of age, average 2 years 4 months of age, +/- 10.5 months of age) than intact Hungarian
Vizslas (n = 19) (median 6 months of age, average 1 year 5 months, +/- 7 months of age) (P = 0.02).
Age at presentation was provided for 8 Hungarian Vizslas with generalised anxiety; median was 11.5
months, average 1 year 10 months, +/- 2 years 2 months, range 6 months – 7 years.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any benign (non-malignant) tumours or lumps?
E.g. Lipoma (fatty tumour), melanocytoma (benign pigmented lump)

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Benign lumps
(n= 132)
(Total cases = 164)

Lipoma

88

2

Histiocytoma

27

1

Pigmented lump (melanocytoma)

15

0

Benign mammary (breast) lump

8

2

Haemangioma

4

0

Cyst

3

0

Eyelid lump (type not specified)

2

0

Wart

2

0

Other/unknown

9

1
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Country in which dogs with benign lumps were resident

No of dogs

Australia

92

Canada

3

Germany

3

United Kingdom

17

United States

13

Other

4

Average age at onset of benign lumps for all dogs (age provided n=129) was 6 years 2 months +/- 3 years 1
month, median 6 years, range 10 months – 14 years 8 months of age. Lumps were more often reported for
desexed dogs than for intact dogs (P = 0.0001). A statistically significant difference in age at presentation
was found between desexed dogs and intact dogs (median age at presentation of 84 months and 66
months, respectively, P = 0.014).
Average and median age at presentation of the various benign lumps is given in the table below;
Benign lump

Hungarian Vizslas

Hungarian Wirehaired
Vizslas

Histiocytoma
average age
median age
age range

n= 25
3 years 4 months +/- 2 years 10 months
2 years
10 months – 10 years 2 months of age

n= 1
aged 4 years

Lipoma
average age
median age
age range

n= 84
7 years 1 month +/- 2 years 7 months
7 years
1 – 14.8 years

n= 2
aged 4.6 and 6 years

Melanocytoma
average age
median age
age range

n= 15
6 years 5 months +/- 2 years 7 months
7 years
1 – 11 years 5 months

n= 0

Benign mammary lump
average age
median age
age range

n= 8
7 years 5 months +/- 2 years 3 months
7.5 years
3 years 7 months – 10 years

n= 2
aged 6 and 7 years 2
months
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For Hungarian Vizslas diagnosed with histiocytomas, age at presentation did not differ significantly between
genders (male/female or intact/desexed).
Lipomas were more likely to occur in desexed Hungarian Vizslas (50/280 compared with 38/264 Hungarian
Vizslas without lipomata) (P = 0.0006). Age at presentation was not statistically significantly different
between male and female or intact and desexed Hungarian Vizslas.
Of the ten benign mammary lumps reported; 3 were in females, 4 in spayed females, 1 in a male
(Hungarian Vizsla) and 2 in neutered males (also Hungarian Vizslas).

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any type of cancer?
E.g. Haemangiosarcoma, lymphoma (lymphosarcoma), mast cell tumour, melanoma, osteosarcoma (bone
cancer), mammary (breast) cancer

Country in which dogs with cancer were resident

No of dogs

Australia

54

Canada

4

Germany

3

United Kingdom

4

Other

3
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Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Cancer
(n = 68)
(Total cases = 75)

Mast cell tumour

16

1

Haemangiosarcoma

15

0

Melanoma

8

0

Lymphoma

4

0

Malignant mammary tumour

4

0

Soft tissue sarcoma

3

0

Transitional cell carcinoma

3

0

Lung cancer

2

0

Osteosarcoma

2

0

Tumour in heart

2

0

Tumour in liver

2

1

Other

12

0

Age was provided for 67 dogs with cancer (65 Vizslas, 2 Wirehaired Vizslas), range 2 years 10 months – 14
years 8 months. Average age was 8 years 4 months +/- 2 years 7 months, median 9 years 1 month. There
was no statistically significant difference in age of affected males or females, or of intact compared with
desexed Hungarian Vizslas.
Where age at diagnosis was given, average and median age at presentation of the various malignant
tumours is given in the table below;
Malignancy

Hungarian Vizslas

Mast cell tumour
average age
median age
age range

n = 15
6 years 5 months +/- 2 years
7 years
3 years 2 months – 9 years

Haemangiosarcoma
average age
median age
age range

n = 14
9 years 5 months +/- 1 year 5 months
9 years 5 months
6 – 11.25 years

Malignant melanoma
average age
median age
age range

n=7
7 years 9 months +/- 3 years 1 month
8 years 9 months
3 years 11 months – 11 years 8 months

Lymphoma
age range

n=4
4 years – 11 years 8 months

Malignant mammary tumours
age range

n=4
6.5 years – 10 years 10 months
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Mast cell tumour was the most frequently diagnosed cancer in all Vizslas. Mast cell tumours occurred at a
younger age than other cancers (P < 0001). Average age of all affected dogs was 6 years 5 months, +/- 1
year 11 months. Median age was 7 years, range 3 years 2 months – 9 years. Tumours were more likely to
be diagnosed in neutered than intact Hungarian Vizslas (P = 0.02). Age at presentation was not statistically
significantly different for males compared with females, or for intact compared with desexed Hungarian
Vizslas. 15/16 of the Hungarian Vizslas diagnosed with mast cell tumour, and the Wirehaired Vizsla with
this tumour were from Australia.

Haemangiosarcoma were only reported in Hungarian Vizslas, affecting 4 male, 3 neutered males and 8
spayed females. Eleven cases were from Australia, three from Canada and one from Germany. One third
of cases were still alive at the time of the survey. Age at presentation was not statistically significantly
different for males and females.

Malignant melanomas were reported to affect 8 Hungarian Vizslas, 6 of which were from Australia.
Four cases of lymphoma were reported; in 2 males (1 from Australia) and 2 neutered males (1 from
Australia).
Four females with malignant mammary lumps were reported; in 1 intact and 3 spayed. Age at spay in the 3
females ranged from 6 – 8.5 years whilst age at diagnosis of the tumours ranged from 6.5 years – 10 years
10 months of age.

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any urinary problems?
E.g. Urinary incontinence, renal failure

28

HVCNSW Inc 2014 Hungarian Vizsla & Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla
Health Survey | www.vizsla.org.au

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Urinary problems
(n = 41)
(Total cases = 41)

Incontinence

26

1

Urinary tract infections

5

0

Problems secondary to
tumour

3

0

Other

5

1

Country in which dogs with urinary problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

29

United Kingdom

6

United States

4

Other

2

Urinary problems were reported in 41 dogs, ranging in age from 2 months – 14 years (average 4 years 1
month +/- 4.5 years, median 21 months of age. Female Hungarian Vizslas were more likely to be reported
with urinary problems than were males (P < 0.0001). No statistically significant difference was found
between reported incidence in desexed and intact Hungarian Vizslas (P = 0.18).
Incontinence affected 27 dogs (including 4 intact) from 2 months to 14 years of age (average 4.5 years, +/4 years 9 months, median 3 years of age). In desexed dogs, the time between neutering and incontinence
ranged from immediate to 11 years. Incontinence was observed significantly more frequently in neutered
Vizslas than in intact Vizslas (P = 0.03), and more often in females than in males (P < 0.0001). The median
age of intact female Vizslas when first reported as incontinent was 6 months of age, compared with 5 years
of age in spayed females (P = 0.02).
Age was reported for four cases of urinary tract infection; these were young dogs below 9 months of age.
One case of renal failure was reported. One Wirehaired Vizsla (from the UK) with DNA affirmed
hyperuricosuria (HUU) was reported.
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Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with any reproductive problems?
E.g. Pyometra, low sperm count/infertility, emergency caesarean section

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Reproductive problems
(n = 20)
(Total cases = 24)

Pyometra

8

1

Emergency caesarean

7

0

Low sperm count/infertility

3

0

Other

1

4

Country in which dogs with reproductive problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

9

Germany

2

United Kingdom

5

United States

3

Other

1
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As would be expected by the nature of the conditions, all Vizslas reported with reproductive problems were
intact at the time of diagnosis. Average age of the 18 females and two males was 3 years 8 months, +/-2
years 11 months, median 2 years 11 months (range 9months – 11 years). Infertility was diagnosed in 2
dogs and a bitch ranging in age from 4 – 11 years. Eight cases of pyometra were reported in bitches ranging
in age from 9 months – 8 years 7 months, with five cases occurring prior to 2 years of age (one in Australia,
four overseas). Emergency caesareans were performed on 7 bitches, ranging in age from 2 years 5 months
of age to 7 years 11 months of age. All reproductive issues reported in Wirehaired Vizslas were in dogs
from the USA.

Has your Vizsla been diagnosed with adverse reactions to any drugs or vaccination?

Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Adverse reactions
(n = 31)
(Total cases = 34)

Vaccine reaction

15

1

Other medications

6

0

Heartworm vaccination

3

0

Flea treatment

2

0

Heartworm tablet

2

0

Worming tablet

2

0

Spot-on flea treatment

1

1

Other

0

1
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Country in which dogs with adverse reactions were resident

No of dogs

Australia

17

United Kingdom

5

United States

8

Other

1

Age at adverse reactions to drugs or vaccinations were reported in 29 dogs (26 Hungarian Vizslas and 3
Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas); median age was 2 years, average 2 years 9 months +/- 2 years 11 months,
range 1.5 months – 10 years. Adverse reactions were reported in statistically significantly more intact than
desexed Vizslas (P = 0.009), and there was also a statistically significant difference in age at presentation,
with intact Vizslas presenting at a median age of 9 months, and desexed at 48 months of age (P = 0.01).
Adverse reactions were reported in more intact than desexed Hungarian Vizslas (P = 0.0059).
Six of the dogs with adverse reactions to vaccination were from Australia and eight were from North
America. Average age (n = 16) was 18.75 months +/- 20 months, median 7.5 months of age, range 1.5
months – 5 years. Reactions were reported in a statistically significant higher proportion of intact Vizslas
than desexed Vizslas (P = 0.004).
All reactions to heartworm vaccination occurred in Australian Hungarian Vizslas (range 2 – 4 years of age),
as did both reactions to worming tablets and flea treatments. Dogs which had problems with other
(various) medications ranged in age from 4 – 10 years of age.

Has your Vizsla experienced any other problems?
E.g. Accident (e.g. hit by car), bleeding disorder, persistent tail injury.
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Category

Condition

No of Hungarian
Vizslas

No of Hungarian
Wirehaired Vizslas

Other problems
(n = 148)
(Total cases = 180)

Tail, injuries, chronic/recurring

32

2

Tail, amputation

19

0

Accident(s) and injuries, varied

12

0

Other infective process (e.g. abscess,
specific infection)

11

0

Accidents, involving vehicle

10

0

Broken bone

9

0

Accident, ingestion of poison

6

1

Accident, grass seed/stick injury

6

0

Tail, limber tail

5

1

Accident, snake/spider bite

6

0

Cuts/lacerations

6

0

Accident, injuries from other dogs

5

0

Accident, intestinal
obstruction/foreign bodies

5

0

Pancreatitis

5

0

Corneal injury/eye accidents

4

1

Broken tooth

3

0

Ear infection

3

1

Gastroenteritis

3

0

Liver emergency/failure

3

0

Back problem

2

0

Kennel cough

2

0

Knee injury

2

0

Seizure, single episode

2

0

Other

13

0
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Country in which dogs with other problems were resident

No of dogs

Australia

121

Canada

7

Germany

2

United Kingdom

12

United States

4

Other

2

In broad terms, considering the various conditions such as corneal and knee injuries, broken teeth and
bones and the various other accidents such as poisoning, bites, cuts and altercations with other dogs and
vehicles, accidents accounted for just over 42% of all reports. Around one in three of all ‘other problems’
reported were related to tails (amputation, chronic or recurring injuries and limber tail). A further 10% of
other problems were related to infections of specific places such as the ears, or individual cases of a
particular agent such as a fungus or virus. The remaining 14% comprised an array of problems such as
pancreatitis, the emergencies pertaining to the liver, once-off seizures and individual reports of problems
such as laryngeal paralysis and cardiomyopathy.
Just over 37% of Hungarian Vizslas with tail injuries (19/51) required amputation. Overall, 10% (58/578) of
dogs in the survey were reported to have issues related to their tails (one dog reported both chronic
injuries and limber tail). All tail amputees were Australian dogs, aged between 5 months and 4 years of
age. Ten were born from 2009 onwards. In NSW docking of tails was banned from June 2004 and at
various times around that year in other states. Docking is still permitted in some other countries.
Considering the accidents as one category, reports (may be multiple for the same dog) from 72 dogs aged
on average 2.5 years of age +/- 2 years 4 months (median 18 months, range 2.5 months – 9.5 years of age)
were received.
Tail problems (n = 54 reports) were in generally in younger dogs than ‘other problems’ were reported(P =
0.008); 19 months of age on average +/- 16 months, median 1 year of age, range 2 months-7 years. Intact
Vizslas were significantly younger than desexed Vizslas with tail problems (average ages of 1 year and 2
years 1 month, respectively), P = 0.0005.

Infective processes were reported in dogs (age provided for 15) aged 3 years 3 months of on average +/- 4
years, median 6 months, range 3 months-13 years.

The varied other problems (age provided for 22 reports) occurred from 2 months – 13 years of age.
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6 dogs involved in vehicle accidents were from Australia, with 2 from USA. Dogs were aged from 1 – 8
years of age. Average age of dogs involved in vehicle accidents is 35.4 months +/- 2 years 1 month, median
2 years 8 months (range 1 – 8 years).

8/9 dogs with broken bones were from Australia; average age was 21 months +/- 2 years 11 months,
median1 year of age, range 2.5 months of age – 9.5 years of age.
Four of the dogs with snake or spider bites were from Australia, and two from the UK. Their ages ranged
from 1 – 7 years of age. Dogs who were poisoned (6 from Australia) ranged in ages from 4 months of age
to 8.5 years. Intestinal obstruction was reported to initially occur in 5 affected dogs before they were a
year of age. Pancreatitis was reported in dogs ranging from 3 to 12 years of age (3 cases from Australia).
Grass seed or stick injuries were reported in dogs from 4 months of age to 6.5 years of age.

Other questions

Are you a member of HVCNSW?
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What do you believe are the three biggest health concerns in the breed?
(If you have already completed a survey, DO NOT answer this question.)
All 600 responses are included in the table, below. Conditions (from 252 respondents) are listed in
alphabetical order with the five most common in bold type. Not all respondents provided three problems.
One person provided the same response for all three concerns. This was only counted once.

Condition of concern

No of
responses

Condition of concern
(continued)

No of
responses

Accidents/injuries due to their
high energy

7

Hip and joint problems

72

Hyperactivity

2

Addison’s disease

1

Hyperthyroidism

1

Aggression

5

Hypothyroidism

4

Anxiety/behavioural issues

33

20

Arthritis

3

Bad breeding/unregistered
breeders/overbreeding

7

Immune-mediated diseases (not
listed separately – may include
allergies, etc)
Inbreeding

1

Benign lumps

2

Lipomas/Fatty lumps

3

Cancer

77

Lumps/tumours

7

Congenital naughtiness 

1

Mast cell tumours

1

Congenital problems (not
specified) / umbilical hernia

2

Masticatory muscle myositis

2

Melanoma

1

Coprophagia

1

Mites

1

Cruciate ligament injury

2

No problems

2

Dietary sensitivity

7

Polymyositis

42

Do not know

4

Potential for leg fractures

1

Ear complaints

20

Recurrent seizures

80

Early infertility

1

Sarcomas

1

Elbow dysplasia

5

Sebaceous adenitis

1

Entropion

1

Sensitive skin/allergies

105

Eye problems

7

Separation anxiety

6

Fits other than epilepsy

1

Skin cancer/lumps

2

Getting enough exercise

1

Spay/neuter issues

3

Glaucoma

1

Tail injuries

36

Haemangiosarcoma

3

Torsion

3

Heart attack/heart issues

4

Urinary problems

2

Heights/weights

1

Urinating when excited or scared

1

Vaccination reactions

3
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Have any dogs you have owned or bred had the conditions you listed above?

The table below compares the number of reported conditions with the most common responses to what
were believed to be the biggest health concerns in the breed (9 conditions for which >10 responses were
received are listed).
Condition of concern

No. of replies where this
condition was believed to be one
of the biggest health concerns

Reported no. of Vizslas
with the condition

Sensitive skin/allergies

105

82

Recurrent seizures (epilepsy)

80

17

Cancer

77

68

Hip and joint problems

72

14

Polymyositis

42

3

Tail injuries

36

53

Anxiety/behavioural issues

33

37 (separation anxiety &
generalised anxiety
combined)

Ear complaints

20

50

Immune-mediated diseases (not
listed separately)

20

120 (all dogs in category)
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Wrapping it up
Online surveys

The move to an online option made the survey available to more people and without the need to request
or download additional forms to complete. This did however result in some multiple responses for the
same dogs being provided. The 2014 Kennel Club (England) (KC) pedigree breed health survey was also
available online, and one of the requirements for participation was the registration number of the dog.
This prevents the potential for false and duplicate surveys being completed, but in the past identification of
owners/dogs has been seen as a barrier to obtaining information. Our survey was designed to capture
information for the majority of dogs (up to 15 years of age). In the period 1999-2014, Australia registered
6501 Vizslas and 88 Wirehaired Vizslas, with responses received for 442 Australian Vizslas and 9 Wires; or
6.5% and 10.2% of all registered Australian Vizslas.

So, what has changed since our first health survey?
With thanks to the magic of the internet, 167 responses were for Vizslas not in Australia, representing
27.9% of dogs.
The 2014 survey had a higher proportion of dogs born in the past 5 years (55.7% compared with 39% in
2009), and especially with overseas contributions, more Wirehaired Vizsla responses.
In 2009 only one Vizsla was reported to have been desexed prior to 6 months of age compared with 23 in
2014. Average age at neuter has significantly altered in Hungarian Vizsla males in Australia; from 22
months of age in our 2009 survey to 13.8 months in this survey (P = 0.009). Average age at spay has also
decreased (from 26.2 months to 19.8 months), but this difference is not statistically significant (P = 0.08).
The proportion of desexed Australian Vizslas was higher in 2009 where 75% of females were spayed
compared with 69% in 2014, and 61.4% of males (56.7% in 2014). These differences were not statistically
significant (P = 0.7 for neutered males and P = 0.67 for spayed females).
The most frequent cause of death in both surveys was cancer. In our 2009 survey brain tumours were the
most common cancer cause of death (n = 5), followed by haemangiosarcoma (n = 4) and mast cell tumours
(n = 3), whereas the more common reports in 2014 were haemangiosarcoma (n = 10), mast cell tumour (n =
4) and bladder cancer (n = 3). Bladder cancer was not listed as a cause of death in our earlier survey. Age
at death did not differ significantly between the two surveys (P = 0.5).
Congenital problems were reported in less than 10% of dogs in both surveys. Three liver shunts were
reported in the current survey; none were reported in 2009.
Yeast infections were the most frequently reported recurrent infection in both surveys with ears the most
commonly affected site.
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18 dogs with eye problems were reported in our earlier survey, compared with 20 reported in this survey,
half of whom were resident overseas. No cases of keratoconjunctivitis sicca were reported in our earlier
survey, and no cases of lens luxation or episcleritis were reported in the current survey.

Overall, in 2009, 11.5% of Australian Hungarian Vizslas were reported to have bone or joint problems,
compared with 6.2% in 2014; this difference was statistically significant (P = 0.02).
In the current survey, immune-mediated conditions were reported to affect a smaller proportion of dogs
than in 2009 (20.5% compared with 24.4%). This change was not statistically significant (P = 0.26). Fewer
food and bite reactions were also reported this time.
Endocrine-related problems remained the category with the smallest proportion of affected Vizslas,
affecting around 2% of Australian Hungarian Vizslas.
Ten Australian Vizslas were reported to have primary epilepsy in this survey; up from 6 reports in 2009.
This was not statistically significant (P = 0.38).
The question relating to behaviour problems was altered slightly for this survey. Our earlier survey asked
had your Vizsla been diagnosed with any behaviour problems, yielding 27% of replies in the affirmative.
The question was refined in this survey to ask had they been diagnosed with any behaviour problem
requiring professional treatment or assistance, resulting in reports for 13.3% of dogs.
15/21 reports of aggression in the current survey were in Australian Hungarian Vizslas, seven of which were
born in the two years 2011-2013. Two dogs were deceased as a consequence of their temperament. Five
Hungarian Vizslas were reported to have aggression issues in 2009, none of which were deceased.
Lipomas have remained the most commonly reported benign tumour. There was a significant increase in
the number of histiocytomas reported in Australian Vizslas (from affecting 1.3% of dogs to 4.3% of dogs, P =
0.037), and a statistically significant decrease in reports of benign pigmented lumps, affecting 2.4% of
Australian Hungarian Vizslas compared with 5.6% in 2009 (P = 0.046).
The proportion of dogs affected by mast cell tumours, haemangiosarcoma and melanoma has not changed
appreciably. Two brain tumours were reported in the current survey, whereas four were reported in 2009.
Unlike the previous survey, not all cases of incontinence were in desexed Vizslas; in the current survey 2
intact males and 2 females were affected. The reported proportion of dogs affected by reproductive
problems and of adverse reactions to vaccinations or medications has not altered. Once again, accidental
injuries were the most common ‘other problem’ reported.
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Health concerns
In our previous survey, the three most common health concerns expressed by respondents were;
1. Cancer
2. Recurrent seizures (epilepsy)
3. Hip dysplasia/joint problem
whereas in the current survey the three most common concerns were;
1. Sensitive skin/allergies
2. Recurrent seizures (epilepsy)
3. Cancer
The ten most common problems reported in our previous and current surveys are tabled below in
descending order, with the most common condition reported in 2014 at the top. The number of reported
cases is followed by their ranking in parentheses for how common they were in that survey. The condition
listed as (1) was the most common condition reported in that survey. Conditions without a number in
parentheses were not in the 10 most commonly reported conditions in that survey.

Condition

Reported no. of Vizslas with
the condition 2009 (rank)

Reported no. of Vizslas with
the condition 2014 (rank)

Benign lumps (all)

64 (1)

134 (1)

Lipoma

41 (3)

90 (2)

Allergies/dermatitis, including
seasonal or occasional

40 (4)

82 (3)

Cancer (all)

45 (2)

68 (4)

Tail, injuries, chronic/recurring

7

34 (5)

Recurrent yeast infection

13 (10)

33 (6)

Histiocytoma

3

28 (7)

Incontinence

19 (7)

27 (=8)

Recurrent infection, cause not
specified/identified

9

27 (=8)

Separation anxiety

26 (5)

27 (=8)

Noise phobia/sensitivity

23 (6)

24

Mast cell tumour

14 (9)

17

Unknown benign lump

17 (8)

0
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Comments
A number of respondents took the opportunity to provide extra comments. These are below.
A need for an anaesthetic during a minor procedure (check of throat for possible obstruction) indicated my dog (and possibly
the breed) require unusually low levels of anaesthetic. If this is common then it would be prudent for breeders to inform
purchasers. Even on a minimal dose my dog did not regain consciousness for 2 -3 hours longer than expected.
A robust delightful Vizsla that has had minimal health issues until just recently.
all four of the family V's had some forms of cancer over the years. One had epilepsy, allergies, etc. None had temperament
issues but I see it a lot!!
Allergies are not covered in the questions, my vizsla had hives frequently in his first year, the cause was not found
allergies mostly, my dogs brother was diagnosed with polymyositis
Aware of a number of UK based dogs with goniodysgenesis not all of which have (so far) developed primary glaucoma . A
number more which have developed disease are also out there . All the dogs I am aware of are related .
Beautiful dog who we love & he loves us all unconditionally.
Best dog we've every had!
Early neutering/spaying (before 24 months) and over vaccination may lead to heath problems later in the dog's life.
First V purchased in 1987 at 4 months ended up soon having life long allergies, epilepsy, cancer (few types). Although he
lived a good life with us, and lived to over 12, we believe had someone else purchased this puppy it most likely would have
been put down due to high vet costs. This was a great dog (enough to get me addicted to this breed) and well worth the vet
bills to keep him as healthy as possible.
Golden Retriever - hot spots on skin
Great idea? My girl is only 16 months old & I hope to do this survey in the future with similar results.
have only had tail damage and eating disorder with some dogs, even puppies not being good eaters until out of adolsence
Have owned four Vizslas. Three have had serious health issues.
He had separation anxiety but it ceased to exist when we got another Vizsla brother for him
I don't know about general health problems so I don't feel qualified to answer. His parents were hip certified and apparently
none of his siblings had dysplasia. He had a total hip replacement at age 2 and we have had no further problems. He is
magnificent in the field!
I don't see many vizslas but do see a high percentage of temperament issues. Mainly anxiety, fear.
I got my dog at the age of 3 years and 10 months as a 'rehomer'. No details of her earlier history
I have been involved with many dog breeds and been a breeder myself. I think the Hungarian Wirehaired Vizslas are the
nicest dogs, a superb temperament, much more laid back than the smooths, I just wish there were more breeders and a
more diverse gene pool available in australia
I have had five Vizsla's over my lifetime. The breed seems to have consistently gotten worse with regard to genetic health
concerns. The first Vizsla I owned was purchased in 1975. He had little to no health issues until his death in 1985. Every dog
since then has died of some form of cancer that is often seen in Vizslas. My current V is four and has been diagnosed with
both elbow dysplasia and sebaceous adenitis, both generally noted as having a genetic componant. All of these dogs have
been purchased from registered breeders, with the exception of the first one, that was rescued from the local shelter after
being featured on a local news program. The breed seems to have gained popularity over the past 30 yrs and has been over
bred and is now experiencing all kinds of issues that were not present 30 yrs ago.
I have only had my Vizsla just on a year, being a rescue, therefore do not know of her prior life
I have owned 3 vizslas all of which I adopted as adults. They were all desexed females and 2 out of three of them had anxious
or reactive (to other dogs or strangers) temperaments. This was manageable but i had a sense that they did not live
contented lives when away from home.
I love my Vizsla! She's just wonderful
In 25 years every long tail has been injured one requiring amputation. One splinted for weeks - very painful injuries. 2 of 6
have had skin problems but manageable with diet & medication through summer months for contact dermititis

41

HVCNSW Inc 2014 Hungarian Vizsla & Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla
Health Survey | www.vizsla.org.au

Is over enthusiasm a medical condition?
It is very protective about the house, I have to to formally introduce each person to her, if I do not stretch the hand to "a"
person, "a" will be welcome under constant vigilance and if I stretch your hand and touch you shoulder your will be welcome
at anytime, and the dog will look up away to play with you for a minute. Thunder and fireworks afraid, I practice falconry,
and she is really cooperative with the hawks and loves to hang around with them, there is a great "communication" between
one hawk and the dog while are hunting and in the house as well
It was epilepsy before, but it is cancer now.
Limited vax on my dogs - following a minimalist approach
Love my V to bits. Love your Calendar..Keep producing them. PS Breeder denied any common skin problems with V but I
have since learned differently. thanks
Love these dogs!
Makes me realise how lucky I am as my dogs have been/are very healthy!
Most if not all behaviour problems with this breed are human made. This breed requires firm clear boundaries when young.
With the right start separation anxiety never occurs. I cannot believe separation anxiety is a breed specific trait.
Mr previous two Vizslas have passed away with cancer (lung & MCT) (born pre-2000), so am more aware. Thankyou for
taking the time to compile the data and take interest in their health
My dog often gets gunky eyes which one vet told me was treatable by operating on her eye lids, but I suspect it is an allergy
related condition.
my dogs litter brother was diagnosed with polymyositis so we have decided not to breed from him although he does not also
suffer from this disease
My dogs tail is docked and living in a densely forrested area I believe we have prevented injury by doing so. Her webbing has
torn many times from shear drive so can only imagine what her tail would cop.
My first Vizsla was diagnosed with Addisons disease at 1 year old. He lived to 10 years.
my girl is very fit & healthy. Calm & easy to live with & train. Only issue is the skin allergy
My one year old Vizsla does a reverse sneezing that I think is allergy related. She has done this occasionally since she was
eight weeks old.
My Vizsla had very few health problems over her 15 years of life. The worst of these was yeast infections.
My Vizslas (1 deceased, 2 living) have had remarkeable health
Not sure if this is a health concern as such, but our greatest concern is unregistered breeding/"backyard breeding" and even
registered breeders who do not do basic health tests and pair any available or "nice" Vizslas.
our dog had demodex mites when received from the breeder. this took ~4 months of vet treatment (injections, treatment
baths) to clear and for the hair to grow back. he could not be neutered until 7 months when this treatment was completed.
the breeder did not acknowledge our emails to advise of this problem, so we're not sure if others in the litter had a similar
problem.
Our viszla is from nsw would like to try & find her siblings & parents. But we got her from the trading post 4yrs ago. We
have breif details of who her dad was. We want to see if the others had conditions.
Personality means she is a little unpredictable around traffic and supervision is critical at all times
Recent hyper salivation problem over three days triggered concern for polymyositis. No other specific health concerns.
Since HWV's are relatively new to Australia i'm not qualified and have not had the experience with this breed to know if
there are any real health issues here in Australia at present. I am working with a small group to breed the best type with as
few as possible health issues. So at present the stock in Australia is fairly good l think or that i'm aware of.
Skin allergy seems quite common for Viszla especially at puppyhood
So far at 3 years old dog is healthy. No major vet bills. Well mannered loves people and most other dogs. He is noise sensitive
to fire works our when hunting with multiple gun fire from all directions. He is not gun shy, although without the proper
training he could have become gun shy.
Thank you so much for the time, effort and knowledge put into better understanding about the health of our beloved red
dogs. We appreciate you expertise and look forward to results of this follow up survey in the future. All the best
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The breed will never improve if problems such as seizures go unreported or hidden. People are breeding dogs that they have
no idea have had seizures in their blood line. Such a shame. Too wonderful of a breed to let this happen. Also, I believe that
hips should be graded according to elasticity as in the PENN HIP test.
The most beautiful breed in the world!
The problems I have listed were essentially self-limiting and from about age 1 yr, it seems to have resolved both clinically and
on blood tests
The Vizsla in North America is riddled with allergy and auto-immune issues. Environmental allergies that affect a sporting
dogs feet are very sad in a hunting breed. We need to find a better way to breed, more field lines need to be used and more
testing. Mature hunting dogs need to be involved in breeding programs, not just show dogs.
This bitch is bred from raw fed unvaccinated dam and has never been vaccinated flead or wormed, health care is
homeopathic
Th is dog bred from raw fed unvaccinated dam and is raw fed, unvaccinated and never had worm or flea traetments. Health
care is homeopathic.
This dog has been raw fed and is not vaccinated flead or wormed. health care is homeopathic.
Three siblings from a litter of six required corrective surgery for entropian. At 4 to 10 months.
Vizslas are the loveliest breed I have ever encountered! I am so lucky to have one in my family :-)
We adopted XXXX when she was just over 7 years old. Taken time and patience for her to adapt to her new home. She is
still very nervous with others and apparently she wasn't like this before leaving her owner. She had been a breeder and
showdog before we got her.
We do not heavily vaccinate. We do 2 rounds of puppy vax then titers bi annual, rabies every 3 yrs.
We have an issue with our Vizsla urinating when excited or scared. He is two now & still does this. Also he can growl a lot if
you try to bring him towards you & he pulls away if you sit by him on the floor. Seems timid at times but we have had him
from a pup. Not sure if this is his breed or a behavioural issue. Very loving any other time.
We have had a bad run with health issues in our 5 vizslas to date - heart, cancer, shoulder and hip dysplasia, incontinence
and potentially liver / kidney issues. Ironically, the healthiest vizsla is the one which we suspect was from a backyard breeder
and who we took on at 20 months of age.
We owned another HV (born 2013), male, dx with heart murmur @ 8 wks
We practice minimal vaccination under the guidance of a holistic vet.
we should not stop monitoring hips and elbows and seeing the FB pages there seems to be a lot of SRM(Beagle pain
syndrome) in the UK
We were unable to answer some of the survey questions as the dog has only been with us from the age of 7 yo.
We would have waited until this V turned 2 years of age to neuter him but as a working dog, it was necessary to do so before
the hormones were prevalent.
We've been very lucky with our 2 current Vizslas. Love your work & health articles in the newsletter. Happy to discuss any
details
XXXX has been in great health for most of his life.
You have alarmed me with this list of problems that might attack our beautiful girl.

With grateful thanks to all our participants
and to Dr Annette Dobson for her review of our report.
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